Back From Iraq—An 
Interview with First 
Lieutenant Alex Hooper 


Tom Linehan 


sat down with First Lieutenant Alex Hooper in mid- 
December, two weeks after he returned from Iraq. His par- 
ents, Mike and Vera Hooper live in Allandale where Alex 
grew up. He went to Gullett, and to high school at St. 
Michaels. He graduated from West Point in 2005. Alex is 25 
and single. He is a First Lieutenant with the third battalion, 


eighth cavalry regiment at Ft. ‘et a) | ‘a * < 
Hood. What follows is an inter- as 7 rc 
view I conducted with Lt. Hooper 
to learn firsthand what it’s like to 
be stationed in Iraq. Alex is a very 
fit and bright individual. He has a 
good sense of humor but also 
impressed me as being confident 
in his role as an officer in the 
army. I read about the Iraq war in 
the newspaper every day and lis- 
ten to it on the news but Alex is 
the first person Pve talked to who 
has been deployed to Iraq who 
could talk about it from a soldier’s 
perspective. 


Q: You just returned from Iraq after a the province is Samarra City. I lead a 
14-month tour of duty, where were you Platoon of 32. 

stationed? 

Lt. Hooper: I was stationed in the 
Salah ad-Din province in central Iraq. 
It’s about 30 miles north of Baghdad. 
One of the more well known cities in 


be Gin) hi bene 


1st Lt. Alex Hooper top row, 2nd from the right. 


Q: What was your mission in Iraq? 
Lt. Hooper: Our mission in general 
was to provide a safe and secure envi- 
ronment for Iraqis in the region. My 
platoon’s responsibility was to secure 
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the area I was assigned. It’s kind of like 
being a cop in a really bad ghetto. I 
would gather as much intelligence on 
who the troublemakers were—the 
movers and shakers committing the ter- 
rorist acts. The terrorists in Iraq didn’t 
just attack Americans, they terrorized 
the people. The objective of al-Qaeda 
in Iraq is to create instability. 


Continued on page 22 
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ANA President’s Letter 
Tom Linehan 


was going through Allandale 

Neighborhood Association (ANA) 
records recently and came across a set 
of ANA goals dated January 1998. They 
started with the following statement: 
“The purpose of ANA is to promote 
and preserve the quality of life, the 
integrity, the safety, the residential char- 
acter, and the property values of the 
neighborhood.” This serves as a good 
reminder. Our purpose has not changed. 
This is what we’re about. Everything we 
do as a neighborhood association 
whether it’s opposing a project that will 
overburden our roads with traffic, 
assembling a safety committee to 
address crime issues, pursuing projects 
to beautify the neighborhood, or attend- 
ing public hearings regarding zoning 
issues, continues the tradition of our 
past neighborhood leaders in looking 
after the neighborhood. Allandale is not 
a neighborhood that takes the quality of 
life it enjoys for granted. 

So where is the fun you ask? Take a 
look at the 2008 calendar on page 16 
that lays out the schedule of our 
monthly meetings, upcoming events, 
beautification activities, and newsletter 
publication dates. Pay particular atten- 
tion to our four big events planned for 
the year: Celebrate Allandale Picnic 
(Sunday, April 6), Tyke and Bike Ride 
(Saturday, May 17), 4th of July Parade 
(Fridy, July 4), and Masquerade Ball and 
Auction (Saturday, October 25). 

A major focus of ANA for 2008 is 
to boost membership. We are targeting 
1,000 members this year. That repre- 
sents about one-third of the house- 
holds in the neighborhood. It seems 


doable. As of this writing we’re up to 
194. Please send in your membership 
today. You can sign up on our web site 
as well: wwmallandalreporter.org. There is 
strength in numbers. Let your neighbor 
volunteers know that their work mat- 
ters. You can’t beat the price. 

The Executive Committee of ANA 
approved the formation of a neighbor- 
hood safety committee to take proactive 
measures in addressing crime in 
Allandale. You'll see from the statistics 
published on page 4 in this newsletter, 
that the number of incidents has not 
gone up noticeably over the past year but 
the level of concern has. If you compare 
2007 numbers with the number of inci- 
dents 10 years ago, the jump in crime is 
significant. The number of incidents of 
thieves stealing from cars is very high and 
the number of incidents reported of 
homes being burglarized is disturbing, 
We’ve got a great group of residents 
looking into the matter headed up by EC 
member Donna Beth McCormick and 
what we can do about it. Stay tuned. 

And speaking of staying tuned, I 
encourage you to periodically check in on 
out web site »»m.allandalereporter.org, where 
you will find the latest in announcements, 
updates on matters affecting the neigh- 
borhood, and some just plain interesting 
stuff about Allandale. We publish this 
newsletter every other month. We use the 
web site to keep you informed of what’s 
going in between newsletters. It’s not a 
daily “must read” but certainly something 
to navigate to on a weekly basis. Here’s a 
note from a recent visitor regarding the 
site: 

Continued on page 19 
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Crime in Allandale— 


What the Numbers and the Neighbors are Telling Us 


Tom Linehan 


he number of reported crimes in 

Allandale in 2007 was down 2% 
from 2006. That’s little comfort to the 
neighborhood. Ask anyone and they 
will tell you crime, specifically burglary, 
is a problem in Allandale. Thieves are 
kicking down doors in broad daylight 
and breaking into cars at night. 

Pulling from the Austin Police 
Department’s online crime database, 
“Crime Report Viewer,” the total num- 
ber of incidents in 2007 was 1,232 
compared to 1,258 in 2006. As always, 
stealing from cars, “Burglary of 
Vehicles,” accounted for the largest 
number of incidents (148 incidents in 
2007). “Theft” was the second most 
common reported crime (125 inci- 
dents), and “Burglary of Residence” 
ranked number nine on the list with a 
total of 33 reported incidents in the 
neighborhood in 2007. 

There were 15 reported incidents of 
“Solicitation Prohibited,” or aggressive 
panhandling which supports the con- 
tention that panhandling is a problem 
in our neighborhood. To support the 
crime stats, what follows ate some 
recent crimes as reported by those 
close to the incidents: 


This was emailed to me in December 
2007: 

“Didnt know if you guys are trying to 
keep up with area crime. If interested, there 
was an attempted break in at my house in the 
5500 block of Woodview Ave. yesterday. In 
broad daylight, a man attempted to kick my 
door in. Fortunately, a neighbor was home and 
scared him (and a woman waiting in a car in 
front of the house) away. My door is ruined, 
but he did not get in the house.” 


And the following incident in 
October 2007: 

“On Saturday, Oct. 7th, around 5 p.m. there 
were police units including a forensic unit under 
the Mopac/ 2222 overpass. A neighbor e-mailed 
Officer Crowder, asking what had occurred. 

Officer Crowder’s reply: 

‘There was a transient on transient aggra- 
vated assault. The suspect was arrested at the 
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Top 50 Reported Crimes in Allandale 2005 - 2007 


From the Austin Police Department’s Crime Report Viewer 


% 
Change 

Crime 2005 2006 2007 06 - 07 
BURGLARY OF VEH 148 4% 
THEFT 125 -9% 
LEAVING THE SCENE CRASH/ACCIDE 88 13% 
DWI 65 33% 
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF 65 -22% 
FAMILY DISTURBANCE 48 37% 
BURGLARY NON RESIDENCE 45 5% 
HARASSMENT 40 -7% 
BURGLARY OF RESIDENCE 33 -21% 
PUBLIC INTOXICATION 23 15% 
ASSAULT W/INJURY-FAM/DATE VIOL 22 0% 
DISTURBANCE/OTHER 21 50% 
FRAUD/OTHER 19 375% 
AUTO THEFT 19 -10% 
TRAFFIC HAZARD/DEBRIS 18 80% 
CRIMINAL TRESPASS 18 -33% 
LOST PROP 18 -55% 
GRAFFITI 16 129% 
SUSPICIOUS PERSON 16 7% 
SOLICITATION PROHIBITED 15 

FORGERY AND PASSING 15 7% 
FOUND PROP 15 -12% 
ASSAULT WITH INJURY 14 100% 
ABANDONED VEH 12 -33% 
ASSIST COMPLAINANT 11 120% 
DECEASED PERSON 11 38% 
ASSAULT BY THREAT 10 150% 
CRED CARD ABUSE/OTHER 10 25% 
CRED CARD ABUSE BY FORGERY 9 -18% 
CUSTODY ARREST TRAFFIC WARR 9 -50% 
CRIMINAL TRESPASS/TRANSIENT 8 167% 
POSS OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA 8 100% 
THEFT OF SERVICE 8 14% 
TERRORISTIC THREAT 8 -11% 
ASSAULT BY CONTACT 8 -27% 
DWI 2ND 7 -36% 
CITY ORDINANCE VIOL/OTHER 7 -74% 
FORGERY/OTHER 6 100% 
THEFT OF BICYCLE 6 50% 
THEFT FROM AUTO 6 0% 
DWL SUSPENDED MANDATORY 6 -25% 
OPEN DOOR/WINDOW 5 400% 
POSS MARIJUANA 5 67% 
WARR ARREST NON TRAFFIC 5 -67% 
POSS CONTROLLED SUB/OTHER 4 


scene. The victim passed away yesterday from 
his injuries.’ ” 


under a streetlight, someone took out my dash 

board and took the heater, the air conditioner, 
CD player and radio. No fingerprints and the 
forensic person said it was a very professional 

Job. I talked to a woman who hives very close 


Posted to the Allandale newsgroup in 
January 2008: 
“Last week, with my car being locked and 


by that was home when they kicked in her door 
frame and took everything while she locked her- 
self in her bedroom. A man lept over my side 
fence when I came home one day and ran down 
Northland. I couldn't catch him. This is hap- 
pening in Hyde Park at a record rate. What 
are we going to do about it? The word is get- 
ting out about this area and beheve me, your 
real estate value will ultimately suffer. I'm very 
concerned and if this continues, then I will be 
forced to move out of this area. When is the 
next neighborhood meeting? I hope many can 
attend it and voice concern and how to address 
this increasing crime wave.” 


Another post to the Allandale news- 
group in January 2008: 

‘T walk early in the morning, and this 
morning, there was a car on Albata Ave. that 
had had its passenger window broken and the 
radio removed. We reported it to the police 
and one of the officers told me that he had no 
idea about the attempted break-in I reported 
on Sunday night. He said if he had known, 
he would have increased the patrols in this 
area. I believe he said he was in charge of our 
area, the Baker area. I told him that four offi- 
cers came out to investigate, but he was not 
informed about it. He told me, from now on, 
to always report anything like this to the 


District Rep. as well as the police. The phone 
number he gave me for our District Rep. was 
974-5545. Some of our neighbors are not on 
the list serve and so we need to pass the word 
on to remove faceplates from any “after facto- 
ry” radios, lock our car/ truck doors, turn on 
the car alarms and report any suspicious 
behavior. I suspect that this break-in was done 
by the same people in the white Toyota Camry 
that my daughter witnessed trying to break 
into our truck Sunday night.” 


Is Allandale ready to form its own 
neighborhood patrol similar to what 
some South Central neighborhoods 
have done recently as reported in a 
recent article in the Austin American- 
Statesman, “Residents are “extra eyes and 
eats’ for police,” 


revived Citizens on Patrol program. 
The residents don’t personally bring 
down criminals but instead call police 
when they see something suspicious. 
This may not be the answer for 
Allandale but I think the time has come 
for Allandale to once again organize a 
neighborhood safety committee to 
study our options. If you are interested 
in participating, email me at 
tlinehan@austin.rr.com. % 


Join ANA 


by Miguel Liscano, 
December 28, 
2007? The article 
talks about how 


newsgroup! 


Subscribe to Allandale’s Yahoo! 


residents feeling 
an urgent need to 
combat crime 
patrol their neigh- 
borhood as part of 
the Austin Police 
Department’s 


All Allandale residents are invited to join the 
neighborhood email forum to shate ideas, 


ask or answer questions, seek or give advice and receive 
neighborhood updates. Give it a try. Go to 

http:// groups.yahoo.com/group/ allandale/ to sign up. Click 
on “Join This Group” then follow instructions. 
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Panhandling in Allandale—How to Help Stop it 


Donna Beth McCormick 


A: every resident of Allandale knows, 
there are certain corners that are 
always locations for panhandlers, the 
most popular being at Mopac and 2222. 
ANA is working to eliminate these situ- 
ations and need input from the neigh- 
borhood. 

The problem: panhandling is a way of 
life for some individuals, some by 
choice, some because of mental illness, 
some because they do not know how 
they can escape. There are agencies in 
the city that can help, but you must 
want help. In our neighborhood there 
are crime, prostitution, and health issues 
associated with panhandling. There has 
been a homicide. Homes in the area 
have been burglarized. The area under 
the Mopac bridge where they camp is 
littered and unhealthy, and neighbors 
are afraid to walk in this area of their 
neighborhood after dark. Panhandlers 
also create a traffic hazard by stepping 


out to meet cars. Nearby convenience 
stores that sell beer by the single can or 
bottle compound the problem. Once 
enough money has been collected, pan- 
handlers have easy access to alcohol 
that they can purchase one at a time, 
sometimes several times a day. 

What has been done in the past: two 
years ago our area police representative 
tried to contact the appropriate 
TXDOT and Union Pacific representa- 
tives but did not find them to be coop- 
erative. One suggestion was to put up a 
gate to prevent access but Union 
Pacific was opposed saying they needed 
to get equipment in the area to get to 
the tracks. TXDOT was virtually non- 
responsive to any solution. The proper- 
ty is TXDOT property under the 
bridge and they should be liable. Union 
Pacific property is adjoining. 

The solution: several things have 
been suggested. We can encourage City 


Council to pass the ordinance to not 
sell single bottles/cans of beer at con- 
venience stores; request lighting be 
installed under the bridge to deter 
camping and prostitution and to aid law 
enforcement; use stones or spikes or 
some uneven surfaces under the bridge 
to make it impossible to camp. Finally, 
we can encourage City Council to move 
forward on the panhandling law. 

As a neighborhood we have strength 
in numbers. We can contact Sen. Kirk 
Watson and Rep. Elliott Naishtat to 
help. We can organize through the 
ANA. We can contact TXDOT and 
Union Pacific. Possibly, by meeting with 
all of these entities, we can work 
together to find solutions to make our 
neighborhood safe and eliminate pan- 
handling. In my opinion, the one thing 
we can do—DO NOT GIVE 
MONEY—and encourage everyone 
you know to do the same. % 


Please Support our Advertisers—They keep this newsletter in circulation! 


WHere THE 
LOCALS EaT 
GOOD FOOD! 


Serving thoughtfully prepared food 
with the freshest ingredients. Join 
us for lunch and dinner or let us cater 
your next event! 


“ours Momda 


erk ¥ 


GET THE 


WHOLE 
ENCHILADA! 


Start the year off right with our 
great salads, tasty lunch entrees, 
the best weekend brunch and hot 

Tex Mex fun! 


SANTA*RITA 


TEX MEX CANTINA 


34THSTREETCAFE.COM 
1005 W. 34TH ST. 371-3400 


SANTARITACANTINA.COM 
1206 W. 38TH ST. 419-RITA 


EXPERT HARDWOOD 


34 


& REPAIRS 


FLOOR REFINISHING 


CUSTOM HARDWOOD FLOORS 
NEW INSTALLATIONS 


EXPERT SANDING 
& FINISHING 


Quality Service with Attention to Detail 


RESIDENTIAL ° COMMERCIAL 


FOR CONSULTATION 
CALL DAVE — 257-2030 
“Over 40 Years Experience" 


A 


Featured in “Parade of Homes" & “AIA Tour" 


Henderson 
Plumbin 


452-5963 


Licensed plumbing repair 
Clean, personal service 
29 years experience 


lave 


Drain cleaning 


452-5963 


Leave message 


Upgrade of Great Northern Detention 


Pond in the Works 


Stephanie Lott, Public Information Specialist Senior, City of Austin 


he City of Austin is 

planning to upgrade 
the detention pond at 
6900 Great Northern 
Boulevard to improve 
the safety of the struc- 
ture as required by state 
law. This pond controls 
floodwaters that flow 
into Shoal Creek during 
severe storms, and it 
reduces the risk of 
flooding for many 
homes along the creek 
in the Allandale neigh- 
borhood. 

The embankment of 
the pond is high enough to be a dam 
according to state criteria and is period- 
ically inspected by the City of Austin 
and the State of Texas. Although both 
have found the dam to be in good con- 
dition, it does not currently meet the 
state’s dam safety criteria. This project 
will upgrade the dam to state standards 
so that the dam continues to provide 
flooding protection. There are two 
major components to the upgrade: 


m The safety of the structure will be 
enhanced in the event the dam is 
overtopped during an especially 
severe storm. A short wall will par- 
tially encircle the pond. It will direct 
any overflow over a concrete-lined 
spillway, so that the overflow will 
not weaken the structure of the 
dam. 

= Unfortunately, many trees need to be 
removed, including all the trees and 


struction project. 


The dam will be upgraded to state standards during the con- 


brush on the embankment itself. We 
have limited the tree removal as 
much as possible, but it is necessary 
to ensure the dam remains in good 
condition. The root systems of trees 
and brush tend to weaken dams and 
decrease their ability to resist the 
force of floodwaters. 


We know this is an area that many 
Allandale residents enjoy. However, 
access to the area 
may be limited to 
the existing foot- 
path for several 
months during 
construction. All 
are welcome to 
use the site once 
again after the 
upgrade is com- 
plete. < 


2008 
Membership 
Goal 


Joe Reynolds 


he Executive 

Committee of the ANA 
has set a goal of 1,000 paid 
memberships in 2008. As 
of January 28th, when the 
count was taken, we were 
19% of our goal. If you’re 
reading this newsletter, you 
have one very good reason 
to get out your checkbook 
and mail in your member- 
ship today. 


Goal: 1,000 members 
Current number 
of members: 194 *% 


Become a 
paying 
member. See 
back page 
for more 
information. 
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McNairs Appliances now known as 
KIVA: Where Dreams Come True 


C Yang 


Imost 70 years ago, right around the 

start of WWII and when Austin’s 
population was just over 100,000, Fred 
McNairs’ grandfather, a banker from 
Kansas City, MO, moved to Texas for 
its climate and growth. After a short 
stop of six months in San Antonio, 
Fred Ruegg bought into the only avail- 
able appliance franchise at the time in 
Austin, Norge, and opened a store on 
the west side of the 500 block of 
Congress. The store was moved in the 
yeats to follow to West Fifth Street and 
then to a third location at 904 Lamar. 

In 1950, the family moved from 
Avenue G to the newly-developing 
Allandale, where young Fred McNair 
would go out hunting for rabbits and field 
mice up behind the old printing plant on 
Steck Avenue. The street he lived on, 
Hancock Drive, was no more than a 
country lane with bar ditches on both 
sides. Anderson Lane had so many 90- 
degree turns that people regularly drove 
through the barbed wire into the fields. 

In 1970, the family decided to take a 
chance and built their first building at 
its current location on 6225 Burnet 
Road. It was either going to be their 
best or worst decision, but they decided 
to go for broke. That first Saturday 
when the store opened turned out to 
be best day in the store’s history. 

January, 2008 marks the unveiling of a 
new McNairs, which is now part of KIVA 
Kitchen & Bath. KIVA started as an appli- 
ance store in 1992 by Tolar Hamblen and 


HALL LAWN CARE SERVICES 


Rick Hall 


453-3397, c. 297-HALL (4255) 


business partner, James Cozby and 
has since grown into a $100+ mil- 
lion business with eight show- 
rooms in Texas and four in 
California. McNairs, acquired in 
1999, is being folded under the sin- 
gle name, but the McNairs name 
will be used in tandem for many 
years into the future. 

This acquisition appears to be 


working as it marries similar oper- = 


ating philosophies—where a 
knowledgeable staff will make 


you one of its many repeat cus- 


eS -aiai - nar 


tomers. The same managers have — 
stayed on, and the professional- MeNairs before the remodel, and KIVA after the 
ism is intact. remodel 


McNaits has always had a 
state-of-the-art showroom, but now it’s 
being upgraded to offer one of the 
largest selections of designer quality 
decorative plumbing fixtures, hardware, 
appliances, as well as cabinetry and 
counter tops for the kitchens in Austin. 

While their clients continue to be 75 
percent commercial 


home and who, like me, drool at names 
like Sub-Zero, Wolf, Thermador, 
DACOR, Viking, Asko, Bosch, and Vent- 
A-Hood. Though their niche may be the 
high-end market, don’t let the $15,000 
Sub-Zero refrigerator or the $40,000 cop- 
per bathtub stop you from going in. They 


(architects, custom 
home builders, 
remodeling contrac- 
tors, decorators, and 
custom cabinet 
manufacturers), it 
still caters to the dis- 
cerning homeown- 
ets whose kitchen 
and bath are the 


centerpieces of their 
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A 


still carry GE, Maytag, Whirlpool, and 
other brand names. Dreams can come 
true! 

While KIVA’ associates are trained 
to talk to the architects or home 
builders who come in with their blue- 
prints or specs in technical terms, they 
also have the patience and knowledge 
to want to help all. For us residential 
buyers, spending some time here can 
save valuable time, eliminating the need 
to go to several different stores. 

The expanded showroom will be 
11,500 square feet and will include 
indoor and outdoor vignettes, 
EnergyStar® appliances, inspiring bath- 
room displays, custom cabinets, and 
fun cooking demonstrations so that 
you can experience first-hand the ulti- 
mate in innovative and luxurious 
kitchen and bath design. 

KIVA takes the time and effort to 
first train their sales associate so that 
they tailor selections to your vision and 
lifestyle, even if you’re just shopping 
for an extra refrigerator for your garage 
—like I had to buy. As they say: “The 
choice and style are all yours. We’re 
here to make it happen.” 

McNairs Appliance Gallery— 

6225 Burnet Road (454-4526), 
wwm.kivahome.com %3 


Old Red—The 
Allandale Fire 
Truck 


Joe Reynolds 


ost folks around 

Allandale, especially 
those who attend the July 4 
Parade, remember the 
Allandale fire truck. It’s a 
1930 American LaFrance 
hose and pumper. It’s now 
been donated to the Austin 
Fire Museum as their first 
truck. The truck is being 
‘restored’ to safe running con- 
dition and should be ready for the 
Parade this year. 

The Austin Fire Museum is located 
at the main station, downtown at 5th 
and Trinity. It’s a certified [501(c)3] 
charitable organization run by current 
and former Austin Fire crew. They plan 
for the truck to be used in public 
events, and for funerals of firefighters. 
To make the truck ready for regular 
duty it has been moved to a shop off 
Stassney and Manchaca. Many parts of 
the truck are not original, including the 
engine. And many are not appropriate 
for a truck in regular use. So, plans are 
underway to replace many of the body 
items with period pieces, not necessari- 
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Old Red in Allandale’s 4th of July Parade. 


ly American LaFrance which would be 
very expensive, but durable replace- 
ment parts used in the antique car and 
hot rod show cars. There will be a new 
taller windshield, a new bumper, new 
flashing lights, new siren, new tool 
boxes, and ladders and tools. The seat 
will be re-stitched in a period pattern. 
To support funeral duty, casket rollers 
are being installed, and benches and tall 
handrails are being fabricated for the 
bed. New engine covers and equipment 
panels are being made. To make the 
truck drivable in regular duty the engine 
and transmission are being swapped, 
modern brakes are being fitted inside 
the old wheels, and power steering will 
be added. 

At the October meeting the neigh- 
bors voted to support this restoration 
with a donation. In return the truck is 
committed to the July 4 Parade and will 
have the Allandale name retained. 
There are plans for a ‘visit the truck’ 
night this spring. ANA will hold a 
fundraising event to support contribu- 
tions. Anyone interested in helping with 
the restoration should contact Joe 
Reynolds (/oe-rey@texas.net, 454-8880) or 
Brent Sjolseth (/41637@ hotmail.com). 
With a little luck Old Red should be in 
the parade this year. <% 
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Update on White 
Rock Flooding 


Project 
Mark Price 


at follows is an update on the 

Shoal Creek-Allandale Storm Drain 
Improvements Project which was origi- 
nally slated to begin in January 2008. 
During heavy rains, the channel that 
crosses under White Rock Drive 
(between Bull Creek Drive and 
Woodview Avenue) overflows, resulting 
in street flooding and yard and interior 
house flooding for properties in this 
area. Allandale has set up a Drainage 
Committee to work with the City on the 
project. 

The Drainage Committee met with 
the City of Austin on December 6, 2007 
for an update on phase one of the 
drainage project. Phase one will add an 
additional covered drainage pipe under 
White Rock between Woodview and 
Shoal Creek. Subsequent phases will 
make improvements upstream. 

After receiving feedback at the ANA 


meeting in the Fall and reviewing their 
flow rate calculations, the City paused 
the project in order to perform addition- 
al analyses. There was a significant differ- 
ence between the capacity of the original 
design and the calculated flow rates for 
25 and 100 flood events. The City is 
looking at ways to increase the water 
captured on White Rock and the impact 
of capturing additional water on the total 
watershed. 

The City has hired an outside consult- 
ing firm to determine the maximum 
amount of water that can be diverted 
without causing problems where the 
water will enter Shoal Creek at White 
Rock. 

With this information, they will deter- 
mine the maximum size of the new 
drainage pipe to be put under White 
Rock. The City noted that the size of the 
pipe may be further constrained by exist- 
ing utilities currently under the road. 

The City also gave us an update on 
the storage facility behind White Horse 
Trail, Nasco Drive, and Twin Oaks 
Drive. It is still cost prohibitive for them 
to convert part of this facility into a 
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retention pond, and they have reviewed 
historical planning applications to ensure 
that the current site complies with these 
plans. John Panak (ANA) identified an 
apparent discrepancy to the plans, and 
although it is fairly minor the City said 
that they would follow-up with the stor- 
age facility. 

The Drainage Committee expects to 
meet with the City of Austin again 
sometime in February after this analysis 
has been completed. The updated sched- 
ule for phase one of the project is to 
complete the design by the end of May, 
and then have a 5-month bid process. +% 
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MoPac 1 Project 
Status Report to 
MoNAC 


Catherine Judd, RLA, Project Manager 


D: to the cash-flow and funding 
“crunch” that TxDOT is experienc- 
ing (and which has been reported in 
the media over the past few months), 
the MoPac 1 project is experiencing a 
bit of a slowdown in schedule, and 
consequently, the noise wall workshops 
that had been planned for early 2008 
will now have to be postponed until 
mid-year, although an exact schedule 
has not yet been determined. The 
NEPA Public Involvement process for 
the corridor is continuing, however, 
and assuming continued favorable pub- 
lic response, the project is still expected 
to move forward over the next couple 
of years. 

The Aesthetics Advisory Committee 
(AAC) meetings concluded in August. 
A copy of the AAC summary report 
can be found on the MoPac 1 project 
website www mopact.org. The project 
team was fortunate to have active citi- 
zen participation which provided help- 
ful guidance on the various aesthetic 
elements of the project (e.g. noise bar- 
riers and landscaping elements, etc.). 
The group was so dynamic that 
TxDOT has decided to invite the mem- 
bers to critique detailed concepts dur- 
ing the detailed design phase. 

The next project activity involving 
the public will be a series of noise 
workshops. The project team will 
divide the approximately seven miles of 
potential barriers into 13 segments, and 
will invite the adjacent property owners, 
as well as neighbors, to the workshops 
to present the potential barriers. At 
some point in the future, the adjacent 
property owners will then have an 
opportunity to vote on whether or not 
they want a noise barrier built along 
their property in areas where the walls 
are determined reasonable and feasible. 
Non-adjacent property owners can pro- 
vide input, but only adjacent property 
owners can vote. The majority vote will 
determine the outcome for each indi- 
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vidual barrier. We expect these work- 
shops to occur in mid 2008—check the 
MoPacl website for information on the 
exact dates. 

The Sample Noise Wall installation 
on Bull Creek Road is complete, and it 
is expected that TxDOT will host a rib- 
bon-cutting event soon to let the public 
know of its availability for viewing. We 
will get the word out to MoNAC as 
soon as such an event is scheduled. The 
sample barriers are located at the 
TxDOT Bull Creek campus on the east 


side of Bull Creek Road across from 
the Westminster Manor retirement 
facility. Please note that this sample 
barrier does not represent the designs 
that would be used for the MoPac 1 
project, nor will it demonstrate noise 
abatement, but will provide a sense of 
scale and visual appearance of a repre- 
sentative barrier. 

We thank everyone for their contin- 
ued interest in this unique and impor- 
tant project. % 
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VMU update 


Anne Young 


emember Vertical Mixed Use (VMU)? 

Well, it’s been quite a while since our 
neighborhood was peppered with VMU 
yatd signs, and we were urged to attend 
educational coffees to learn about the 
new zoning district created by the City of 
Austin. Our neighbors Kerry Kimbrough 
and Steven Zettner spent untold hours 
learning about VMU themselves, then 
acted as co-chairs of a task force formed 
to deal with VMU and strived to educate 
the rest of us. They developed a series of 
questions regarding the different aspects 
of VMU, and many Allandale residents 
participated in their on-line survey. 

The new VMU zoning district was cre- 
ated by the City as a way of allowing 
increased density along specific roadways 
in Austin. The City then asked each 
impacted neighborhood to provide feed- 
back regarding the new zoning district. 
Each neighborhood was allowed to sub- 
mit a single response document repre- 
senting the views of the entire neighbor- 
hood. Burnet Road and Anderson Lane 
are two of the roadways included in the 


new zoning district, so Allandale was defi- 
nitely impacted by the City’s actions. 

The ANA was responsible for creating 
out document, called an “Application.” 
Along with the task force members, the 
two co-chairs developed a draft document 
for consideration by the ANA Executive 
Committee (EC). The draft document 
was based on the input gathered during 
the numerous neighborhood coffees and 
the on-line survey. After modifications by 
the EC, a revised Application was submit- 
ted to the City. The Application requested 
specific changes to the boundary of the 
VMU district created by the City, recom- 
mended density caps within the VMU 
district, and addressed specific other 
issues identified by the City. 

So what happened to our Application 
after we submitted it? Well, the short 
answer is... not much yet. But things are 
about to change. 

The City of Austin is striving to indi- 
vidually address each of the Applications 
submitted by impacted neighborhoods, 
and we expect that the ANA Application 
will be acted upon by the City of Austin 
within the next few months. As we begin 
to see the implementation of the VMU 


Paula Baker DVM 


Catherine Lee DVM 
ep Dentistry 


Available 


Allandale Veterinary Clinic 


6800 Burnet Road, Suite 1 
Austin, Texas 78757 
(1/4 block south of Justin Lane) 
512-454-6719 


www.allandalevetclinic.com 


ep Small Animal Medicine and Surgery 


eo Cancer Therapy and Chemotherapy 

ee Digital Radiographs and ‘Telemedicine 

E% Appointments and Day Admission 
Locally owned and continuing to serve Austin and the 


Allandale neighborhood at our NEW IOCATION with 


quality pet care as we have for the past 35 years. 


ESY 


ordinance play out, we have discovered 
that ANA and the City’s wishes are very 
different. We are looking for ways to dia- 
logue with the City and protect our neigh- 
borhood. Your input is critical to this 
endeavor. 

Stay tuned to the ANA web page for 
details as our application approaches 
review, particularly if you live close to 
either of these roads or drive them on a 
daily basis. If either of those is true for 
you, the impacts to your daily life will be 
direct and irrevocable. Your feedback will 
be incredibly important to the ANA EC 
as they guide us through this negotiation 
process with the City of Austin. 

And each of us, as residents of the 
Allandale neighborhood, owe it to our- 
selves and to our neighbors to get 
involved in the VMU issue again. The 
specifics of the final Application must be 
reviewed and addressed by the City of 
Austin. The result of the City’s actions 
will be permanent. And there is little cer- 
tainty that the ANA recommendations 
will be accepted and approved. Your 
involvement in this process will be criti- 
cal. Make sure that your voice is heard— 
get involved again. % 
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Tubular VMU and 
Heartworms, A 


Commentary 
Allan McMurtry 


at follows is an email that Allan 
McMurtry wrote to Austin Chronicle 
writer Katherine Gregor who was inquir- 
ing about our VMU application with the 
City for an upcoming article: 

As I understand, you are writing some 
article about VMU. Since I have been out- 
ted as an opponent of this VMU process, 
let me say a few words about the impacts 
of this process. 

Td say that tubular VMU is to good 
planning what heartworms are to dogs. 
The difference is that dogs have an anti- 
dote for heartworms. Tubular VMU, the 
beautiful canyons of modern living, is nei- 
ther a practical avenue for affordable 
housing or a means to densify in a manner 
that supports the very homeownership 
that is the backbone of any city. Tubular 
VMU, the Walt Disneyesque panacea to 


healt 


stop sprawl, is nothing more than a way to 
turn commercial land into a format 
whereby people with gobs of money can 
triple that gob into a glob. Building 55’ up 
against owner occupied housing, using 
predominantly single family spaces, then 
charging $2.50 a square foot for retail 
rental space below is galatically stupid, but 
financially very lucrative. The bounty for 
this largesse from the City Fathers is a dol- 
lop of money to the parks system. 

Let me ask you this, if you could race 
through City planning process a proposal 
that would increase the value of your land 
by $2 million but obligates you to pay 
$125,000 to parks, how many plots of 
land would you be salivating over? 
Leagues of it, right. Veritable unlimited 
vistas would sparkle in your eyes. The City 
gives away street capacity as if cars could 
travel in the space time continuum, mov- 
ing easily between the 5th, 6th, 7th and 
8th dimensions. Never mind the pollu- 
tion. What’s that if you can’t see it at 
night. Noise, increased traffic accidents, 
less movement. 


Your 


The goal of tubular VMU is simple. 
MONEY. All the other issues pale in 
compatison. Commercial development 
was not expanding because the figures 
didn’t work. But when you can bring in 
small apartments, stack them to 55’ and 
call it environmentally savvy, neighbor- 
hood friendly, you have yourself a plan to 
create wealth. That wealth comes not 
from stopping sprawl, reducing traffic, 
increasing mobility, or reducing pollution 
in Lake Lady Bird, it comes from 
increased property values for a few limit- 
ed owners at the expense of the other ele- 
ments. You use the stability of the owner 
occupied homes to destabilize them 
through small, high turnover, single bed- 
room, beehives. 

I think it is important to understand 
that the very people arguing for tubular 
VMU ate the ones who have brought us 
$3.2 billion in tollroads running out 25 
miles from downtown. That’s not density, 
that extraurban sprawl, or exbrubs as they 
ate being called. Lincoln Properties is 
bringing north Austin Wal-Mart as the 


neighborhood 


club & spa 


BodyBusiness 


HEALTH CLUB & SPA 


2700 West Anderson Lane / Next to Alamo Drafthouse / 459.9424 


WwW W . 


BOD YBUSINESS. 


C OM 


solution to sprawl while building the solar 
system’s largest mall at US 71 and FM620. 

And finally, the very streets in Austin: 
Burnet, Lamar, South Lamar, Congress, 
South First, that cradle small buildings 
being rented to entrepreneurs at reason- 
able rates (Dell started on North Lamar 
and launched his career from there) will 
now become cliffs of concrete sitting on 
top of incredibly expensive retail space. 
Nobody starts a business on a shoe string 
on 5th Avenue in New York. At least not 
with a roof over their head. 

Austin has maintained its status as a 
unique city by having unique people, 
buildings, and ideas. Tubular VMU is not 
unique, it’s not Austin. It’s Finance 101 
dressed up in lipstick, a curly tail. It’s oink- 
ing into a bullhorn. 

The truly disturbing aspect of tubular 
VMU is the damage it will most certainly 
do to neighborhoods. Once you lose the 
stability that neighborhoods bring to busi- 
nesses, schools, and themselves, that’s 
when the inner city blight takes off. And 
if anybody says that mass transit will solve 
this, refer them to Cap Metro statistics. 
On Burnet, the ridership is 2.4 persons 
pet mile. % 


Constable’s 
Notebook— 
January 2008 


Constable Bruce Elfant 


y all accounts graffiti vandalism is 

more prevalent than ever nationally 
and will cause more than $8 billion in 
damage this year to public, business 
and residential property. According to 


Tony Casarez, program coordinator for 
the Austin Graffiti Abatement 
Program, reported graffiti cases in 
Austin during the last five years have 
increased four-fold to more than 
15,000 this year. Texas law makes it a 
crime to “intentionally or knowingly 
make markings with aerosol paint, 
indelible marker or an etching or 
engraving device on tangible property 
without consent of the owner.” 
Penalties for graffiti vandalism range 
from a Class B misdemeanor to a first 
degree felony depending on the 
amount of loss suffered by a property 
owner and what was vandalized. It is 
also a Class C misdemeanor offense in 
Texas and most states to sell spray 
paint to a minor. 

Graffiti experts have identified four 
main types of graffiti—tageging, satan- 
ic/hate, gang, and generic (non-threat- 
ening messages like “Bobby loves 
Suzy” or “Class of 2007”). Tagging 
graffiti tends to be more ornate while 
gang graffiti uses symbols. Gang graffiti 
is used to mark gang territory, list 
members, offer drugs or contraband 
for sale, or send warnings to rivals. It 
may include letters, symbols, or num- 
bers known only by gangs and law 
enforcement. Ideological or hate graffiti 
is any racial, religious, or cultural slur. 
The National Council to Prevent 
Delinquency reports that about 80% of 
graffiti is tagger graffiti. Nationally, 
gang graffiti represents only about 10% 
of all graffiti. Graffiti vandals represent 
every social, ethnic and economic back- 
ground. Suburban males from pre-teen 
to their early 20s commit approximately 


about half of all graffiti vandalism. 
Every professional I have referenced 
for this article agrees that the most 
effective strategy to discourage graffiti 
vandalism is to immediately remove the 
graffiti. Graffiti vandals want their work 
to be seen and swift removal tends to 
defeat their purpose and causes them to 
move on to areas that put up less resist- 
ance. Austin City ordinance requires 
property owners to remove graffiti with- 
in 30 days. The Austin Youth 
Development Project (854-4125) will 
come and remove graffiti within 24 to 
48 hours at no charge. The City of 
Austin also makes available paint and 
brushes for neighborhood associations 
that wish to organize graffiti rapid 
response teams. Interestingly, another 
strategy that has proven effective is to 
turn a graffiti-plagued wall into a mural. 
For whatever reason, murals are rarely 
disturbed and can be a good way to 
involve young artists in our community. 
The Austin Police Department 
employs a single detective whose 
responsibility is to investigate graffiti 
vandalism. Detective Kevin Bartles 
strongly urges that every graffiti inci- 
dent be photographed and reported. 
The use of surveillance cameras in hot 
spots is encouraged. Any information 
and photos regarding patterns of types 
of graffiti, locations of graffiti and 
descriptions of any suspicious looking 
characters should be reported to 
Detective Bartles at 974-5531 or 
Kevin. bartles@a.austin.tx.us. He is also 
available to speak to neighborhood and 
civic organizations. % 


BUG HUNTER PEST CONTROL 


General pest, termites, rodents, W.D.I. reports 


Ken Howell 


Owner 


Call today for a free no obligation termite inspection 


Family owned and operated 


eai rN 
® } 
NORTHWEST SEWING CENTER 
SINGER SPECIALTY RETAILER Œ I. 
SALES * SERVICE * CLASSES ` 
Sign Up now for Sewing & 
Quilting Classes and 
Sewing Summer Camps for l 
Children & Adults! A| 
Bring in this ad for £ i 
15% off sewing supplies = - 
(512) 459-3961 = v i 
748-3573 5448 Burnet Rd. — f 
NWSewingCenter.com ~ Family owned for over 55 vears! 


Allandale Neighborhood Association 2008 Calendar 


Day Date 

Monday 4 February 
Friday 15-21 February 
Sunday 17 February 
Monday 25 February 
Thursday 28 February 
Monday 10 March 
Monday 24 March 
Sunday 6 April 
Saturday 12 April 
Tuesday 15-21 April 
Saturday 19 April 
Thursday 24 April 
Friday 25 April 
Saturday 3 May 
Saturday 17 May 
Thursday 22 May 
Monday 15-20 June 
Wednesday 25 June 
Thursday 26 June 
Friday 4 July 
Thursday 24 July 

Friday 15-21 August 
Monday 25 August 
Thursday 28 August 
Thursday 25 September 
TBD October 
Wednesday 15-21 October 
Tuesday 21 October 
Thursday 23 October 
Saturday 25 October 
Monday 10 November 
Monday 15 - 19 December 


Activity 

Presentation on plans for Great Northern Detention Pond - Northwest Recreation Center 
February Allandale Neighbor delivered 

Austin Marathon - Show Allandale spirit! 

Call for articles for April newsletter 

ANA EC Meeting - Ralph Yarborough Library, 2200 Hancock Drive 

Edit close - Articles for April newsletter submitted 

ANA EC Meeting Agenda 

Celebrate Allandale at Northwest Park Picnic 

It's My Park Day - Location to be determined 

April Allandale Neighbor delivered 

Celebrate Earth Day with a recycling project (Make your own grocery tote.) 
ANA EC Meeting - Ralph Yarborough Library, 2200 Hancock Drive 

Call for articles for June newsletter 

ANA Garage Sale - Location to be determined 

Tyke and Bike Ride - Northland Drive 

ANA EC Meeting - Ralph Yarborough Library, 2200 Hancock Drive 

June Allandale Neighbor delivered 

Call for articles for August newsletter 

ANA EC Meeting - Ralph Yarborough Library, 2200 Hancock Drive 
Allandale Fourth of July Parade 

ANA EC Meeting - Ralph Yarborough Library, 2200 Hancock Drive 

August Allandale Neighbor delivered 

Call for articles for October newsletter 

ANA EC Meeting - Ralph Yarborough Library, 2200 Hancock Dr, Austin, TX 
ANA General Membership Meeting - Ralph Yarborough Library, 2200 Hancock Dr, Austin, TX 
National Night Out (date to be determined) 

October Allandale Neighbor delivered 

Annual MoNAC meeting - Westminster Manor at 6:30 pm 

ANA EC Meeting - Ralph Yarborough Library, 2200 Hancock Drive 
Allandale Masquerade Ball 

Call for articles for December newsletter 

December Allandale Neighbor delivered 


_ Have you 
joined ANA’s 
Newsgroup? 


It’s a great way to stay abreast 
of neighborhood issues, 
find a carpenter, 
learn about residential 
and commercial zoning, 
plus share thoughts and ideas 
that affect Allandale. 


Go to http://groups.yahoo.com/gtoup/ 
allandale/ to sign up. 
Click on “Join This Group” then 
follow instructions. 
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ANA EC Meeting 
Minutes: January 
24, 2008 


Mary Jean Matus 


Bees Committee members in 
attendance: Tom Linehan, Joe 
Reynolds, Dan Jones, Donna Beth 
McCormick, Margie Gordon, Mary 
Jean Matus, George Roman. 

The meeting was called to order at 
6:45 pm. 

Secretary Alan McMurtry was absent; 
the November 13, 2007 ANA EC 
meeting minutes were read by Tom 
Linehan. It was noted that the meeting 
minutes from October 25, 2007 had 
not yet been approved. In addition, 
Dan Jones noted that he had previously 
submitted corrections to the November 
meeting minutes and that they may not 
have been incorporated; he wished to 
investigate further. Donna Beth 
McCormick made a motion to defer 
approval for the October and Nov- 
ember meeting minutes; it was second- 


ed by Dan Jones. The motion passed. 
Architect Tom Hurt gave a presenta- 
tion on preliminary plans for landscape 
improvements at St. John’s Methodist 
Church located at Wynona Avenue and 
2222. Plans include the installation of a 
series of 7 to 9 trellises along the side- 
walks flanking the church entrance and 
extending along Wynona. Although solid 
fencing is allowed at property lines, the 
landscape structures they propose will 
require a variance. Mr. Hurt’s intention 
was to provide information, address any 
concerns, and accept suggestions and/or 
feedback from the neighbors. ANA 
members in attendance did not identify 
any negative consequences stemming 
from the project but suggested that St. 
John’s contact their most immediate 
neighbors and/or hold an open-house 
allowing others to view their plans; ANA 
offered to assist if needed. Mr. Hurt was 
very receptive to the idea and assured the 
ANA that St. John’s would like to pro- 
ceed with these plans in a neighborly 
fashion, ie, with due notice, open com- 
munication, and constructive dialog. 


Your Allandale Expert 
& Neighbor 


Our market has changed and having the right agent 
working for you matters now more than ever. 


If the time has come to sell your property, call today 
to find out how I can get you the most money, 
in the shortest time with the least possible hassle! 


We live here. 
Our clients refer us. 
Find out why. 


922-1273 


danny_gallant@kw.com 


www.AllandaleProperties.com 


Next, resident Tim Knotzon spoke to 
the ANA about safety concerns on Shoal 
Creek Boulevard, specifically in front of 
his home just south off 2222. 
Repeatedly, northbound cars have been 
traveling at unsafe speeds as they navi- 
gate the curve just prior to the stoplight 
at Shoal Creek and 2222. This has result- 
ed in several accidents including one car 
crashing into the newly installed retaining 
wall and another smashing into a parked 
vehicle. Mr. Knotzon is particularly con- 
cerned about pedestrian and bicycle safe- 
ty and appealed to the ANA for assis- 
tance in getting speed control measures 
implemented. Several ideas were raised 
as to how this might be addressed. The 
issue was referred to the ANA Traffic 
Committee for follow-up and possible 
actions with the City. 

Tom Linehan reported that ANA 
received a notice regarding the City of 
Austin’s ordinance that allows neigh- 
borhood associations to prohibit the 
parking of motorized vehicles on the 
front and side yards of single family 
residences. The ordinance designated 


Danny Gallant 
Realtor® 


Gallant 
Group 


Property Experts of Austin 


KELLER WILLIAMS 


Fach ofice independently owned and operated 


February as the month for neighbor- 
hood associations to submit an applica- 
tion to prohibit such parking. George 
Roman made a motion that the ANA 
complete the application to the City of 
Austin; it was seconded by Donna Beth 
McCormick. The motion passed. 


Treasuret’s report: Joe Reynolds 


Regular ANA $15,882.66 
Legal Fund $0.00 
Total $15,882.66 


ANA legal debts to Blazier, 
Christensen, Bigelow & Virr, have not 
been finalized, and are not expected to 
be until resolution of Lincoln’s fees 
associated with the lawsuit. The EC 
had previously approved a monthly 
payment of $2000/month until the 
debt was retired. Joe expects to negoti- 
ate a revised payment plan, preferably 
one based on timings of fundraising 
events. Therefore, Dan Jones made a 
motion that the ANA rescind the previ- 
ous directive to pay $2000/month to 
Bigelow. Joe Reynolds seconded the 
motion and the motion passed. A 
future payment plan must be approved 
by the EC. 


Preserving Allandale’s Character. 


= 
bd ARSH™VORSPAN PARTNERS 


/ 


design + build 


We work and office in the neighborhood. 
Please come visit a “work in progress" 
Call Doug or Chuck 


6610 Burnet Rd. / 512 - 450 - 0305 / www.marshvorspan.com 


Northcross Committee: Tom Linehan 
In the absence of a representative 
from the Northcross Committee, Tom 
reported that we have not received the 

final judgment from the trial because 
the amount of legal fees owed Lincoln 
Properties for the case has not yet been 
determined. It also prevents Allandale 
from moving forward with an appeal. 


Nominations Committee: 
Joe Reynolds 

The Nominating Committee recom- 
mended Cynthia Keohane to serve on 
the EC. Cynthia has been an active 
member of the ANA, has served on the 
Fundraising Committee, and is currently 
representing the ANA at the Austin 
Neighborhood Council (ANC). Her 
nomination was unanimously approved. 

Alan McMurtry was nominated and 
approved as Vice President (thereby vacating 
the position of Secretary). Mary Jean Matus 
was nominated and approved as Secretary. 


Zoning and Planning: Tom Linehan 
ANA filed their VMU application in 
September. No action by the City has 
yet been taken. ANA is preparing for 
the upcoming review of its application, 
currently anticipat- 
ed to take place in 
late March, by 
P meeting with 
Planning 
Commission mem- 
bers and city staff 
to go over the 
rationale behind its 
application. 


ByLaws 
Committee: 
Dan Jones 

The Bylaws 
Committee has 
been reviewing 
ANA bylaws and 
has identified areas 
that warrant atten- 
tion and possible 
revision. A formal 
report of these 
findings is pend- 
ing. 


Kitchens 
Additions 
Remodeling 
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Other Committees: A Safety 
Committee has been organized in 
response to growing concerns of a per- 
ceived increase in crime in the neigh- 
borhood. Regardless of whether the 
crime rates have actually increased or 
not, the nature of these crimes—bur- 
glary of homes and cars, sometimes in 
broad daylight and with residents at 
home, have alarmed many of our resi- 
dents. Panhandling in and around the 
neighborhood has also been a source of 
concern. The committee had their first 
meeting on January 23. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 
pm. 


Dog Talk: It Really 
Can Happen! 


Cheryl Silver (912) 454-7219 


[= learned that a colleague in basenji 
rescue was in a horrible car accident 
along with her husband just last night. He 
was injured, but is now home. She is 
unconscious and in intensive care. It is a 
very serious situation. She is the one who 
has always provided the “hands-on” care 
for their beloved dogs. He is supportive 
of her involvement with the dogs, but he 
does not know the nuts and bolts of 
their daily care. There was no one at 
home with the dogs when this happened 
so they were totally on their own. 

In many households with pets there 
is one person who provides the majori- 
ty of their care. If you asked another 
adult in the household about them, the 
second person would direct you to the 
first saying, “I don’t really deal with 
that stuff. Ask my husband/wife, she 
handles all those things.” 

Ata time of crisis, everyone will be 
stressed, including the pets, especially if 
their primary caretaker is unable to pro- 
vide for them. By preparing ahead of 
time, you can help the pets and those 
who will be providing their care. The 
following is a suggestion for informa- 
tion you can provide and have available 
in a variety of locations. 

Basics: Make a folder for each pet 
and include a picture of the pet on her 


folder along with the pet’s name. 
Include the name of your veterinarian 
and the office phone number. Include 
the name and contact information for 
anyone with whom you have already 
made an arrangement for the care of 
your pets—it is critical that this infor- 
mation be kept current. 

Medical: List any allergies to med- 
ications. List each health condition 
experienced by each pet. Be sure and 
make note of which pets are deaf 
and/or losing vision. List each medica- 
tion taken by each pet including the 
amount the pet takes and the frequen- 
cy. Note where you purchase the med- 
ication and include phone numbers. Of 
course, make a note as to where the 
medications are kept and how you 
medicate the pet, e.g., how you hide the 
pills. Make a note of the date on which 
you give monthly preventatives. 

Feeding: List any food allergies for 
each pet. Specify the type/brand of 
food each pet is fed and include the 
amount fed and the frequency—some 
of us feed twice a day; some feed once 
a day. Very important is to specify the 
feeding routine, e.g., are dogs fed in 
separate spaces to avoid squabbles—if 


so, where is each dog fed. If the pet is 
fed a prescription diet, make note of 
where it is purchased since the pre- 
scription will be on file there. 

Skills: Make a list of the skills each 
pet has including the command words 
you use and what that command 
means. Describe the signal the dog 
gives to let you know he needs to potty. 

Where do you put this information? 
Let numerous people know you have 
compiled this information. Give them 
copies; go over it with them and 
answer any questions they may have. 
Put a card in your wallet and your glove 
compartment noting that you have pets 
at your address and they need care if 
you are disabled. Include phone num- 
bers for emergency personnel to call so 
your pets can get care. These numbers 
can include your vet’s contact info and 
at least one more contact so someone 
can tend to them if your vet is not 
available. 

This is so important. Once you have 
done it, you can pat yourself on the 
back knowing you have prepared for 
your pets’ well being in an emergency. 

I am always here to help—never any 
charge. % 


Specialties include: 

e Arch & Heel Pain 

e Bunions 

* Diabetic Wounds 

e Hammer Toes 

e Ingrown toenails 

© Sports Injuries 

e Sprains 

e Laser treatment for warts 
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HEEL 
PAIN? 


e New non-surgical treatment 
Sor chronic heel pain 
Jeff LaMour, D.P.M. 
Family Foot Care 
www.drjefflamour.com 
Caring for Patients with a Variety of 
Foot and Ankle-related Ailments 


3 LOCATIONS: 

AUSTIN 

8015 Shoal Creek, Suite 119 
Austin, TX 78757 


CEDAR PARK 
801 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 


PFLUGERVILLE 
200 Heatherwilde 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 


Most insurance accepted 


CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT: 512-451-3668 


ANA President’s 


Letter 
Continued from page 2 


Heilo, 

Weve been in this area for a little over a year 
now, and I have to say Tve found information 
on the Allandale site I had not heard anywhere 
else. From restaurant reviews (weve been won- 
dering about the Blue Star Cafeteria) to the 
electronics recycling day. I've bookmarked the 
site and will continue to check, back. We dont 
technically live in Allandale, we're in Oakmont, 
but we do so love being in this area, and your 
site is a great information source. 

Keep up the good work! 


And finally, Pve been asked about use 
of membership dues. Two people have 
told me about their concern for paying 
their annual membership because they 
don’t want it going towards the legal fees 
related to the Northcross lawsuit. They 
don’t share the concern about the nega- 
tive impact a Supercenter will have on 
the neighborhood. My position has not 
changed. A 200,000 sq ft Supercenter is 
going to overburden our streets and 
negatively impact local businesses. That 
said, ANA’s intent is to not use member- 
ship dues to retire our legal debt. We will 
continue to rely on monies from events, 
fundraising and other sources to pay 
legal expenses. More importantly, it’s 
important to know the Allandale 
Neighborhood Association is not going 
bankrupt. Please send in your member- 
ship dues. 

If you're wondering how you can get 
involved with any or all of this or just 
want to let me know how to make it 
better, send me an email: 
thnehan@austin.rr.com. ANA is about 
promoting and preserving the neigh- 
bothood’s quality of life. +% 


JOIN ANA! 


A membership form is 
available on the back of 


this newsletter 
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Gullett Good News 


Column 
Stephanie Schultz-Smith 


aybe you’ve heard that Gullett 

Elementary School is a fun and 
unique place to learn. But you're asking, 
“What sets it apart from other 
schools?” Gullett kids benefit from: 

Great teachers and staff: The 
award-winning teachers and super staff 
keep our kids interested in learning, 
motivating and challenging students 
with a combination of cutting-edge 
techniques and proven strategies. 

Super students and parents: Kids 
come to school excited to learn and 
parents actively participate in their chil- 
dren’s education. 

Exemplary ranking from the State 
of Texas: Gullett recently achieved the 
best possible rating from the state of 
Texas with its “Exemplary” status. The 
2007 School Accountability Rating, 
given to all public schools in the state, 
also acknowledged Gullett for its 
“Gold Performance” in 


Reading/English and Language Arts, 
Writing, Mathematics and Science. 

Entertaining enrichment activi- 
ties: Gullett students rotate through 
three special area classes during the 
week—physical education, art and 
music. All students attend one of these 
three activities every day. Gullett stu- 
dents visit the library every week to 
find and learn about new books. Kids 
also benefit from Spanish classes, 
which are funded entirely by the Gullett 
PTA. (Studies show that exposing chil- 
dren to a foreign language before the 
age of 12 makes overall language acqui- 
sition much easier.) 

Engaging animal studies: Ducks, 
chickens and turkeys. Rabbits, chin- 
chillas and tarantulas. Fish and butter- 
flies. Sound like a super fun nature hike 
in the country, or maybe a trip to the 
Austin Zoo? No wonder Gullett chil- 
dren love coming to school! 

Terrific teaching garden: Kids get 
their hands dirty as they explore natural 
habitats and learn about different 
ecosystems through Gullett’s teaching 
garden. The garden has a large contain- 


er pond, beautiful native plants, a raised 
bed for handicapped access, rustic seats 
arranged for outdoor learning, rain bar- 
rels to aid in water conservation, a dry 
steam bed with a stone bridge and even 
a Native American crop garden. 

Pleasing playgrounds: With new 
swings, slides, monkey bars and mote, 
kids never run out of fun things to do 
on the playground. There’s smaller 
equipment on a special playground just 
for kindergartners. 


So many reasons to tour Gullett. 
Come and see these things—and more 
—for yourself. Gullett administrators 
have scheduled two days in February for 
the families/guardians of perspective 
students to tour the school. The remain- 
ing day is Friday, February 29 at 8 a.m. 

Visitors do not need to sign up for 
the events. Simply come to the office 
and sign in as a visitor. 


Request Those Transfers ... Now 
Anyone who wants his/her child to 
attend Gullett in the 2008-09 school year 

who does not live within the Gullett 
boundary must request a transfer. The 


Home Grown 
in Austin 


Serving Austin Trees 
for over 5 years! 


Insured 


Austin Beautiful 


“Keeping 
One 


Trees 
Beautiful 
time!” 


Austin 
Tree at a 


- Scott George, 


Pruning, Ball Moss, Fertilizing 


Cabling & Bracing, Storm Damage, 


Lot & Roof Clearing 
& Tree Removal 


info@AustinBeautifulTrees.com 


3 I 2 


-587-7764 


AustinBeautifulTrees.com 


for You 


and Your Tree’s 
Member of the International Society of Arboriculture 


Protection 
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first day to request a transfer was Feb. 2, 
2008. Transfers should be submitted in 
person to AISD’s central office. 


Math and Science on the Move at 
Gullett 

At 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 
19th, Dr. Walter Stroup, University of 
‘Texas Science and Math Education 
Professor and Gullett parent, along 
with Gullett’s 3rd and 5th grade teach- 
ers will discuss math and science educa- 
tion. Dr. Stroup co-founded the 
UTeach program, an innovative teacher 
preparation technique at University of 
Texas at Austin, and has trained Gullett 
teachers in these same methods. The 
event, held in the Gullett Library, will 
enable parents to see how the teachers 
are using “UTeach” in the classroom 
and what it means for their kids. 

Dr. Stroup has also worked with our 
teachers and students in Science by the 
Horns Summer Camp. Through the 
camp, parents raised $2,000 for science 
equipment for Gullett! This is another 
great event sponsored by the Gullett 
Parent Education Committee. 


Gullett Gets Noticed ... and 

Rewarded 
Gullett had applied for several grants 

this fall, and it has resulted in several 

much-needed items and, in some cases 
money, for the school. The Geckos 
have received the following: 

m The City of Austin Water 
Conservation program provided five 
rain barrels for the teaching garden. 

= Lowe’s on Shoal Creek gave the 
school two picnic tables and a bird 
bath for first grade courtyard area. 

m Junior League of Austin awarded the 
school a $460 ABC Grant for music 
and movement. 

= Longhorn Recycle Roundup awarded 
the school a Keep Austin Beautiful 
Grant of $500. 


Kids have Fun Keeping Fit 

Marathon Kids: On February 23, Gullett 
students and their parents are invited to 
participate in the Marathon Kids Final 
Mile. The event, which takes place at 
Burger Stadium at 9 a.m., celebrates the 
students’ accomplishments of running 
and/or walking 26.2 miles since the pro- 
gram kick-off in September. 


Lee Allbright 
A Realtor 


(512)413-9520 
lee@leeallbright.com 


Over 200 Homes 
Sold and Listed 
in Allandale since 1984 


UNITED, REALTORS’ 


Sports Day: The always fun and chal- 
lenging events at Gullett’s Sports Day 
will take place on March 6. Come and 
watch Gullett students test their athletic 
skills and just have fun with games and 
contests like sack races, tug o’war, and 
balance beam. Rain day is March 7. 


Upcoming School Holidays 

If Old Man Winter stays away this 
year, Gullett students will enjoy several 
spring holidays. Put these dates on the 
calendar. 

March 10-14: Spring Break 

March 21: Holiday/or snow day 

April 7: Holiday/or snow day 

May 26: Holiday/or snow day % 


bet to know 
your neighbors- 

organize a 

block party! 


Super Summer Youth Program 


A low cost, quality Summer camp program for children ages 6 through 12. 
Our program consists of chapel time, swimming, arts and crafts 
activities, indoor and outdoor games, and field trips. 


Camp runs June 9 thru August 22 


HOURS: 7 am - 6 pm 


Registration starts on April 1, 2008 
Weekly cost $115. First Week’s Tuition, Registration and Supply Fee 


Due at time of registration. 


6600 WOODROW AVE, AUSTIN TEXAS 78757 
PHONE: 512-451-1116 FAX: 512-451-1101 


For more information visit us online at www.faithlutheranaustin.org 


Back From Iraq 
Continued from page 1 


A lot of the insurgents started put- 
ting down their weapons by the end of 
my tour. They started reconciling with 
us and fighting al-Qaeda alongside us. 

A side mission was to work with the 
Iraqi army company in the sector. It 
was necessary to get them involved in 
the fight. When I took over they were 
the most corrupt and worst Iraqi com- 
pany. They weren’t trusted. The last 
two commanders were detained for ter- 
rorist activities. It was a big undertak- 
ing. I was blessed with the right person- 
nel and with the right attitude and right 
team. That’s what Pm most proud of, 
getting this Iraqi Company to work 
with us. 

When we first got there the Iraqi pla- 
toon wouldn’t even go out on patrol 
with us. By the end they were planning 
the mission, gathering the intelligence 
and only asking us for support. They 
took over and took ownership of the 
land. They got a lot of support of the 
people. People started going to them 
with intelligence on the bad guys. 
People started feeling safe when they 
were around. 


Q: What kind of timeframe are you 
referring to with regard to this turn- 
around? 

Lt. Hooper: It took every single day of 
all 14 months I was there. It was slow 
and sure. It’s like a new teacher taking 
over a class or a coach taking on a new 
team. You have to build a rapport with 
them. You have to share suffering with 
them. If they were out pulling security 
in the cold you had to be with them. 
Slowly but surely their attitudes 
changed. 


Q: How big an area was your platoon 
responsible for? 

Lt. Hooper: It was probably about a 
20 x 20 km area. I had 32 soldiers 
assigned to my platoon. It was a large 
area and that’s why we really leaned on 
the Iraqi soldiers. Sometimes it would 
just be me and three or four other guys 
with a platoon of 20 to 25 Iraqi sol- 
diers. 
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Q: What kind of impact did the 
surge have? 

Lt. Hooper: The surge was con- 
centrated in two areas: Baghdad 
and up north in the Baqubah 
area. Actually, the surge pushed 
the bad guys into our area. Our 
battalion was successful in find- 
ing and bringing the bad guys 
out and gathering intelligence to 
figure out who the main players 
were. We sought them out and 
were able to neutralize the 
threat. 


Q: Was everybody in your platoon new 
to Iraq? 

Lt. Hooper: No, we had a number of 
returning veterans who had experience 
in other parts of Iraq. I had a lot of 
experienced vets. 


Q: What was the day-to-day routine for 
your platoon? 
Lt. Hooper: It depends on the tempo. 
You go in cycles. When we first arrived 
there, we went eight hours on and 16 
hours off. That’s eight hours on patrol 
outside the wire, [and] 16 hours inside 
the wire sleeping, fixing your vehicles, 
eating, trying to unwind as best you can 
before you have to go out again. 
There’s really nothing typical about 
it. You go out on patrol to do what you 
have to do. Every day you wake up and 
you have a purpose. You go out and do 
your mission, you engage your bad guy, 
catch or kill him and you come back in 
and you’ve affected some positive 
change. 


Q: Every time you go outside the wire, 
do you go with a specific purpose? 

Lt. Hooper: You always go outside 
with a purpose and a task behind that 
purpose. Otherwise you take a casualty 
and how do you justify that. How do 
you live with yourself? We’re going out 
the wire just to go out the wire? That’s 
not right. I can’t tell someone’s mother 
that we took her son outside the wire 
just because we were in Iraq and we 
had nothing better to do. 


1st Lt. Hooper and young friend. 


Q: What was the hardest thing about 
being in Iraq? 

Lt. Hooper: I never really thought 
about that. For everybody it’s different. 
One of my sergeants has a wife and 
seven kids. For him, it was hard being 
away from his family and trying to do it 
over the Internet and over the phone. 
For others, it was missing their girl- 
friend or their wife or their parents. I 
was lucky in that I had three of my 
best friends from West Point in the 
same battalion and I worked with them 
everyday. I would go out on missions 
with them. I really missed my friends 
and my mom and dad. 

The hardest part for me as a leader 
was dealing with one of my guys get- 
ting hurt because you're always replay- 
ing in your head what could have been 
done differently. Did I make a mistake 
in my planning or in my decision mak- 
ing that ended up getting this guy hurt? 
That was the hardest thing for me was 
dealing with my guys getting hurt. 
Dealing with the emotions you have 
that usually manifest itself in anger. 
You always want to go out and kill the 
bad guy. That was the hardest part for 
me—dealing with the reality of the war. 
War is terrible. 


Q: I gather that where you were you 
saw a lot of action? 

Lt. Hooper: Yes, we did. It’s all rela- 
tive. I saw enough action to keep me 
on my toes but it wasn’t like I was— 
and this may just be me—scared for 
my life everyday. I was always confident 
that whatever the insurgents threw at 


us they would not overwhelm us. We 
would close with them and destroy 
them. It wasn’t something our unit 
couldn’t handle. If you look at where 
we started and where we got at the end 
of the deployment. You can argue all 
day about whether we should be there 
or not but you can’t argue we made 
Iraq, and certainly the little area that I 
was responsible for a better place. I 
know that we made a difference and 
that made it good. That justified all of 
the hardships we endured, all of the 
things we gave up, all of the sacrifices 
my men made. One of the Iraqis told 
me right before we left that for the first 
time in four years he could take deep 
breath. He said, “I’m not worried about 
people hurting me or my family.” 

The terrorist don’t just terrorize the 
Americans, as I said before—they ter- 
rorize the local people. They disrupt 
the local influencers, the shieks, the ex- 
Baathists, the police chiefs, the leaders 
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in the community. They try to under- 
mine them. The militant al-Qaeda want 
Iraq to follow strict Islamic law. Under 
Sadam it was secular. They want to 
make the area so bad for the people 
that they just cave to their will. 


Q: In your opinion will the religious 
extremists prevail? 

Lt. Hooper: al-Queda in Iraq is losing 
ground. The whole surge did work. Let’s 
pray and hope we can maintain that 
momentum. Baqubah is safe, Al Anbar is 
safe, Basera down south is being turned 
over to the Iraqis by the British. Ramadi 
is light years ahead of where it was. My 
area is good. Bhadgad is getting safer 
everyday. I think a lot of our success is 
due to the feedback of the people on the 
ground and people at the top who 
understand the culture and understand 
the way these people think. Through just 
the 5 years over there we’ve learned their 
tribal system and can relate to them bet- 
ter. The vast majority of the populous 


have learned that things are going to get 
better slowly but surely. 


Q: What’s next for your You’re on 
leave for a month and then back to Ft. 
Hood. I understand you may possibly 
be deployed again in another year. 

Lt. Hooper: Not sure. Everything is 
up in the air. In the army you just try to 
be as proactive as you can. I’m putting 
together a packet for the Special 
Forces. That said, I don’t mind my job 
at all. I don’t mind being deployed. It’s 
an adventure and I’m kind of good at 
it. You just got step up to the call and 
do it. With regard to whether and when 
Tl be deployed again, it’s too early to 
say. 


Q: Alex, I do want to say on behalf of 
the Allandale Neighborhood 
Association we appreciate your service 
to the country. It’s an honor to spend 
this time with you and thanks for shar- 
ing yout experiences with us. % 


HIGH QUALITY. 


IIave confidence. At IIomesville Real Estate, a 
Number1Expert is negotiating for you. 


Number1Experts sell more homes, outselling 
the typical agent 5 to 1. Paul Reddam is one of 
an clite group of Austin area realtors with these 


wOMESVILT¢ 


REAL ESTATE 5 : 
exclusive credentials. 


LOW COST. 


Professional photography, virtual tours, internct 
exposure, open house, flyers, and more. You'll get all this 
for a flat fec of $4995.00 paid when your home sells. 


Not because we're worth less, but because 
we believe real estate fees shouldn’t be based 
on the sales price of your home. 


One 


WWW.HOMESVILLE.COM 512.300.2995 4518 BURNET RD. 


everything iA included! Virtual Tours * Internet Exposurc On Over 20 Websites * An Opcn Ilouse * Flycrs * & Morc! 
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pESisesi Seas Celebrate Allandale: Love It. Protect It. Pipl 


i . sii Please note: membership rates went up per household: 
The Allandale Neighborhood Association (ANA) Gl $15 ahed A a rae 


depends on your membership and participation to 
Please make checks payable to: 


stay a strong local group. Help us represent your Allandale Neighborhood Association 


interests by getting involved. Q New O Renewal PO Box 10886 m Austin, TX 78766-1886 
ı Name Or join/renew online at: wwm.allandalereporter.org 
i Street Address Which Committee would you like to join? 
i Phone Number(s) U Beautification U Membership Q) Planning 
! E-mail U Bylaw U Fundraising U Zoning 
l U Communications U Nominating U Other 
i 0 Events 
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